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April 2018 

 

Bee Market & Auction 

 With less than a month to go our An-

nual Bee Market & Auction on Satur-
day 21st April is attracting a lot of 

attention.  We have over 200 lots al-
ready registered, but there is still time 
to enter items for sale.   
 

Closing date for entries is 11th April, 
but please do not delay in registering 
your lots as we may close early as on-
ly the first 300 lots will be accepted.  
The Rules & Guidance Notes and Entry 
Form may be downloaded from the website: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html or contact me for 
copies.   
 

We need your help as we are still looking for support on the 
day with tasks including Lot Stewards and serving refreshments in the 

afternoon.  So if you can spare some time please contact me.  
 

Melvyn is still collecting plants for sale so if you have anything to 
spare this Spring contact him on mrandmj@gmail.com or 07811 
070294.  Likewise, Worthing Division would appreciate any prize do-
nations for the tombola. 
 

As always, your support is greatly appreciated and we look forward to 
seeing you at Brinsbury. 
 

Graham  
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk    
01403 752493 Mobile 07761 349281 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
mailto:mrandmj@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Up Close & Personal  

The Association met for its 45th AGM on Tuesday 20th March in 
Pulborough Village Hall. 
 

Support from members was again poor with just 2 attending.   
 

Pauline Ford had come to the end of her elected term as Presi-
dent and is  thanked for her contribution to the work of the Exec-
utive Committee and the County Association.  Pauline (Worthing) 
proposed Christine Stevens (Chichester) for President.  This nomi-
nation was seconded by Debbie Rowland (Central Sussex) and 
with the support of those members present Christine was duly 
elected for a second time.   
 

Other officers were re-elected unopposed for a further year.  
Melvyn Essen (Central Sussex) continues as Chairman, Roger 
Patterson (Wisborough Green) as Vice-Chairman, Steve Boyce (WGreen) as Treasurer and Graham Elliott 
(WGreen) as Secretary. 
 

The Chairman’s Annual Report was published in last month’s County News and copies of the Treasurer’s 
Report are available to members from the Secretary. 
 
Meet your new President on Page 3.  Photograph courtesy of Debbie Rowland 

45th Annual General Meeting 

I could not resist publishing 
this striking photograph of 
the aptly named Varroa de-
structor mite’s jaws.     
 
This magnified photograph 
shows it’s formidable ice-axe-
like weapon of attack, the 
palptarsi claws. 
 
Taken by Brighton Universi-
ty’s Dr Jonathan Salvage using 
a state-of-the-art scanning 
electron microscope.   
 
 
 
Published courtesy of Reigate Bee-
keepers via ebees. 

 
 

www.brighton.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/news/2018/02-06-the-weapon-of-mass-destruction-
thats-killing-honey-bees.aspx 
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Des Res for Honeybees 

An opportunity exists in Fernhurst to locate a number of honeybee colonies 
onto a six acre site in the village.  The site has no rights of way, no water but 
it has a lockable barn, a small parking area and access from the road. 
 

If you are interested in this site please contact me in the first instance. 
 

Graham  
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk    

Meet Your New President 

 
Christine Stevens took up beekeeping with her late husband, John, in 1995.  
They developed the interest with evening classes locally up to a reasonably 
advanced level whilst having full time jobs in event management and mar-
keting.  On retiring from work they became almost full time beekeepers 
with some 40 colonies producing up to a ton of honey annually.  They also 
created and ran the training programme for Chichester Beekeepers after 
the death of Sheila Berrett who used to run classes independently in the 
Chichester area.   
 

As well as being completely hands-on at the hives, Christine specialised in 
the honey preparation and marketing (John always said he lost interest 
once it had been extracted), and very much enjoyed showing both honey 
and wax products, with some success.   
 

Relatively early in their beekeeping careers, Christine developed an allergy 
to bee stings, and when John also became allergic they undertook the de-
sensitisation programme at Southampton Hospital Allergy Clinic.  Unfortu-
nately after a few years the anaphylaxis returned so they reluctantly gave 
up active beekeeping.  
 

They were encouraged to join the Chichester Beekeepers committee in the 
late 90s when Christine was persuaded to take on the role of Division Sec-
retary and subsequently served a term as Chairman.  She also served on 

the WSBKA Executive and took on her current role as WSBKA Convention Organiser in 2007, as well as 
helping with the WSBKA Auction, for which she has developed the current computer accounting/invoicing 
system. 
 

Since stepping back from active beekeeping, Christine has stayed very much involved with the craft, con-
tinuing to serve on the local and executive committees, giving talks locally and nationally on various as-
pects of beekeeping and in particular on the marketing and presentation of honey and hive products.  
Since John’s death last year she has also been invited to re-join the Training team of Chichester Beekeep-
ers and is very much enjoying getting to know, and hopefully helping to inspire, the new beekeepers.  
 

She previously served a term as President of WSBKA in 2012/13 and was subsequently elected a Life Vice 
President of WSBKA in recognition of her contribution to the Association.   
 

Christine feels very humbled to have once again been elected to the role of President of WSBKA and 
hopes to play a useful part in beekeeping in West Sussex during her term of office. 
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Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 7th April - ‘Introduction to Beekeeping’, Tithe Barn, Horsham and the Division’s teaching 

apiary at Pease Pottage.  Regular Saturday morning meetings at Pease Pottage are also now underway 
from 9:30 am. 

Further details from Debbie Rowland: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 10th April - ‘Successful Comb Change’, with Tom 

Moore at the Fishbourne Centre, 7:30 pm, Blackboy Lane, Fish-
bourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Details of the Division’s events from Tess Clarke: secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 12th April - Monthly Meeting at the Ferring Village Hall, Ferring Street, Ferring, BN12 5JP,  

7:30pm.   
Further details from Len Lewis: secretary@worthingbeekeepers.org.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Friday 13th - Sunday 15th April - BBKA Spring Convention 2018.  Harper Ad-
ams University, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8NB.  Tickets on sale from the 
BBKA website: www.bbka.org.uk. 

Saturday 21st April - Annual Bee Market & Auction, now in its 43rd year.  Chichester College’s Brinsbury 
Campus, North Heath, Pulborough, RH20 1DL.  Full details are now on the website together with Guid-
ance Notes and an Entry Form to download.  Closing date for lot entries no later than 11th April. 

Thursday 7th - Saturday 9th June - South of England Show, South of England Showground, Selsfeld Road, 
Ardingly, RH17 6TL.  See article in last month’s newsletter. 

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th September - BIBBA Conference, Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 6JS.  https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/ 

Thursday 25th - Saturday 27th October - National Honey Show, Sandown Park Race-
course, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9RT.  www.honeyshow.co.uk.  See article in this newsletter. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
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http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
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Melvyn’s Missive 
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Opportunity to Support Your Association 

The County is looking for a new Examination Secretary to take over from Kaz 

Powell as soon as possible.  Kaz has been Secretary for the last 12 months but is 
now moving away from West Sussex. 
 

The Exam Secretary has the responsibility to coordinate the BBKA learning across 
the four Divisions in WSBKA.  The role includes communicating with the BBKA Ex-
amination Secretary, Divisional Exam Secretaries and Examination candidates; booking Assessors and ven-
ues for the practical and written Examinations and Assessments; receiving applications from members to 
take BBKA Examinations and Assessments and promoting and publicising the examination programme.  
Attendance at the regular Executive Committee Meetings is not necessary but a brief report for each 
meeting and at the end of the year is appreciated.  This is an honorary position although out-of-pocket 
expenses will be reimbursed. 
 

If you have the time to support your Association please register your interest with the County Secretary at 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk .   Further details can also be provided on request. 
 

Graham   
 

See Page 7 for the Training - End of Season Roundup 

Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

I’m pleased to welcome all those new members that have joined their local division of 
WSBKA. If you are an experienced beekeeper please try to help your committee as it is 
increasingly difficult to fill roles and get help with teaching and events.  (Volunteers are 
still needed for the Auction on 21st.)  If you are new to beekeeping then a special wel-
come to you and I hope you learn a lot and have fun doing so.  By the end of the season 
you will of course know how to keep bees!  You will be proficient in woodwork or poly-
styrene work, analysing weather forecasts, choosing plants for bees, bumblebees and 
other insects that look like honeybees.  The list goes on. 

 

This part of the early beekeeping season can be very frustrating if you are working.  While you are at work 
the mid-day temperatures are just about warm enough to have a quick check on your bees, especially if 
the winds are light.  Then the weekends are cool or wet!  It’s good to know your queens are laying well 
and have enough room to lay.  Roger says there are still queen problems out there so do check them 
when you can.  I have managed to check some of my bees as they are near my work, some had nearly too 
many stores and others had empty combs on the outside, then stores and a small brood area.  So, a quick 
change of combs and the queen should have room to lay making sure you keep the brood frames togeth-
er.  If you put a super under the brood box last autumn this is the time to remove it.  If the colony is 
strong put it on top with a queen excluder, if not put it on top of the crown board (with feed holes sealed) 
for later. 
 

The next event for West Sussex is the Auction on Saturday 21st April.  See details in this newsletter.  I 

am running the plant stall this year and at the moment I’m trying to encourage my seedlings to grow in 

my cold greenhouse.  If you would like to donate some plants please bring them along or contact me.  

Proceeds go to WSBKA funds. 

Melvyn chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Annual Convention Review 

Caroline Drewett reviews our February Convention at Lodge Hill 
 

At this year’s Convention I was approached by the organisers and asked 
if I would write a review for this  Newsletter.  The organising team work 
hard to provide us with an interesting timetable of lectures for the day 
and I hope I can do them justice in this article. 
 
There were three main lectures during the day and a choice of 
‘breakout seminars’, one before and one after an excellent buffet 
lunch.  The first main lecture was given by Gerry Collins, entitled 
‘What’s going on in my hive’.  Gerry’s lecture was an hour long, but I 
would happily have listened to him all day; he is a very entertaining 
speaker with a ‘Yorkshire’ sense of humour and his slides consisted of 
some amazing photography and video clips.  Despite a technical issue 
affecting the visibility and sound, his presentation was excellent.  He 
gave an insight into how to ‘read’ what is happening within a hive by observing and using three of our senses; sight, 
sound and smell.  The more experience you gain by observing the hive, the more you will understand your bees.  
As beekeepers we should all know what we are looking for when we open a hive; Gerry had an acronym for helping 
us to remember – R.E.D.D.S (Room, Eggs, Development, Disease & Stores).  He discussed when to add supers; his 
management technique is to add the first super when the brood box has eight frames of bees; and then to add a 
second super when there are bees on eight frames of the first super, even if there is no honey – it’s all about giving 
the bees ‘Room’. 
 
I also attended a seminar held by Gerry, entitled ‘Curse of the Wax Moth’.  Another well informed, entertaining talk 
supported by excellent photographs.  Of the speakers attending the convention, Gerry travelled the furthest and so 
it is unlikely we will get another opportunity to hear him speak anywhere in West Sussex or our adjoining counties 
again this year, which is a shame as I would gladly attend any talk he was giving. 
 
The second of the main lectures, entitled ‘Medicinal Apitherapy’, was given by Dr Gerry Brierley; who became in-
volved in this area of study after she became ill with Lyme disease as a result of tick bites.  Dr Brierley was able to 
convey her passion for the topic and certainly gave us food for thought.  Apitherapy (derived from the words ‘apis’ 
and ‘therapy) is the use of products from bees to heal a variety of medical conditions and promote health.  The 
products that are usually used include raw honey, royal jelly, pollen, propolis, wax, and bee venom.  Honey is a 
good antidote for bee stings – an easy one for beekeepers to try, but probably not while still next to the hive!  
Whole dried bees contain the molecule chitin, which research has shown is an immune response trigger; and can 
be used in wound healing.  It is also reported to aid the control of blood pressure, heart and kidney function, and 
weight.  Another interesting fact is that dried pollen granules degrade by 50%, so fresh is best.  Royal Jelly also de-
grades quickly, and so it is best to freeze it rather than store it.  Propolis has been shown to increase the antibodies 
in blood from 32% to 36%; may help with the control of diabetes; but must never be used alongside the medication 
Warfarin.  
 
This was an interesting lecture and although most of us would not contemplate many of the treatments discussed, 
I suspect that in years to come much of what Dr Brierley talked about will become conventional.  We already utilise 
many plant materials in our every-day medicines, and hive products are starting to be used in mainstream medi-
cine; honey is used in some dressings within the NHS.  

 

The second seminar I attended was given by Sandra Gray, our South East England Regional Bee Inspector.  Entitled 
‘Bee Diseases, Identification and Control’, her talk and slides covered all the notifiable diseases, as well as Chronic 
Bee Paralysis Virus, Sac Brood etc., etc.  An important thing to remember is that the control of the latest threat to 
our bee population, the Asian Hornet, is dependent upon good sightings reported by beekeepers; and her message 
is for us all to remain vigilant. 
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Training - End of Season Roundup 

The BBKA Examination Board has published its roundup for 2017.  The document can 
be viewed on our website:   www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html 

Tom Moore introduced our final speaker of the day, Professor Glen Jeffery, with a lecture entitled ‘Use of 
light to reverse the effects of Neonicotinoids on Bees’. This was a fascinating and thought-provoking 
presentation on which to end the day.  Glen’s background is in Ophthalmology; specialising in age-related 
macular degeneration.  So why is an ‘eye person’ interested in bees?  It’s all to do with light; 670nm red 
light to be precise.  Colours are wavelengths of light.   
 

Mitochondria are in every cell, producing energy; they are the cell’s battery.  The mitochondria decline 
with age, which drives inflammation and cell death; remove mitochondria and cells stop aging.  The reti-
na is full of mitochondria.  The initial question to be answered was could light be used to recharge mito-
chondria and so reduce inflammation.  I won’t begin to try to expand on the science behind this, (my 
notes from the day refer to key points only) but suffice to say that the research undertaken has deter-
mined that light can be used to improve the cells’ batteries, improving aged and damaged vision.  Aged 
retinal inflammation is reduced in mice when subjected to red light (670nm light).  There have been clini-
cal trials at Moorfields Eye Hospital using 670nm light on humans; starting with 5 minute exposures 
mornings and evenings.  In addition to this, the use of this light can improve Parkinson’s; and NASA has 
an early study showing significantly faster skin wound healing.  There are key clinical trials in progress, 
including in diabetic retinopathy. 
 

So where do the bees come in?  Bees have poor visual acuity (clarity of vision) and their visual sensitivity 
is shifted away from red to UV light; hence bees cannot see 670nm (red) light.  So could red light be used 
to help bees?  The research undertaken by Glen’s team has shown that 670nm red light significantly in-
creases the survival rate of bees exposed to neonicotinoid pesticides.  The mobility of the bees that were 
poisoned but not treated with light therapy dropped off rapidly and their survival rate declined accord-
ingly. The bees that were poisoned but also treated with light therapy had significantly better mobility 
and survival rates, living just as long and functioning just as well as bees that had not been poisoned.  The 
red light did not interfere with bee behaviour as they cannot see it. 
 

This lecture was spell binding even if it did contain scientific complexities beyond the understanding of 
the average beekeeper.   If Professor Glen had asked for volunteers to take part in a human trial I would 
have raised my hand immediately! 
 

Other seminars to choose from covered queen introduction; swarm control; and photographing bees.  As 
attendees to the convention can only select two seminars its difficult deciding which ones to choose, but I 
was more than happy with my selection.  I’m sure that all the seminars were as enjoyable and informa-
tive as the two I have described. 
 

This year’s speakers were all excellent and captured our imaginations, despite a few technical hitches.  
My congratulations and thanks to everyone involved, I thoroughly enjoyed the day.  For those who did 
not attend the event, I hope this article has gone some way to encouraging you to book a place next year.  
The venue has good facilities and is in a beautiful setting.  The organising committee work hard to achieve 
a diverse range of subjects for the main lectures and you can always be guaranteed an interesting day.   

Caroline 
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We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available 

on the website. 
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...and finally 

National Honey Show 

This year’s NHS, the 87th, will take place between Thursday 
25th & Saturday 27th October at Sandown Park Racecourse, 
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9RT. 
 

There are over 100 entry classes including honey, hive products, 
confectionery, crafts, photographs, videos, microscopy, inven-
tions, and many more. 
 

For information and how to enter see the NHS website.  The 
2018 Schedule will be available from August but last year’s 
Schedule can be viewed now. www.honeyshow.co.uk 
 

There is also a wide selection of lectures and workshops with a 
number of international speakers including Michael Smith from 

the USA, winner of the lg Nobel Prize for his ability to make people laugh, and Clarence Collison, also from 
the USA, author of the book, ‘What Do You Know’ and current author of the ‘Bee Culture’ magazine col-
umn ‘A Closer Look’. 
 

The Beginners’ Programme last year was a tremendous success and will be built on this year with an in-
spiring programme delivered by Lynfa Davies (Welsh Beekeepers), Anne Rowberry (Avon Beekeepers), 
Bob Smith (Kent Beekeepers) and Roger Patterson (West Sussex Beekeepers). 
 

There is an opportunity for WSBKA beekeepers to attend the Show for free.  Each year there are re-
quests for stewards, which is usually half a day stewarding in exchange for the other half-day at the Show.  
There is usually a lunch/refreshment allowance.  If you are interested please contact the Chief Steward, 
Bill Fisher chiefsteward@honeyshow.co.uk . 

  No prizes for guessing who this is on the right! 
 Photograph courtesy of the NHS  

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
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